
Easter Vigil - 2022 

O.T. Readings, Rom 6:3-11; LK 24:1-12  

 Tonight we looked the history of God’s involvement with our world.   We heard of God 

creating a world that is good, creating creatures who are good, and crating humans who are in 

their nature good.  God created the world to be a place of perfect harmony, a place where all 

creatures live in peace with one another and in perfect unity with the God.  We as humans have 

disrupted this harmony and disconnected ourselves from God and because of that we were 

destined to die in sin and wind up in an emptiness of existence without God in the next life - but 

God wan’t going to stand by. 

 We have reflected this Lent, and especially in these last couple of days, on the great 

sacrifice that God made for us, allowed himself to be sacrificed for us to cancel our debit to God.  

The freeing of the Israelites from Egypt, saved by the blood of a lamb, represents God bringing 

us out of slavery by the Blood of the Lamb of God.  We are sometimes blind to the slavery that 

our sins cause us, we push aside the uncomfortable fact of an eternal spiritual death we could 

experience in the next life due to the sin of Adam and Eve.  Jesus makes the sacrifice, and then 

breaks free from that cycle death himself - he becomes what we are all called to become.  In his 

resurrection he is transformed - and mysteriously allows us to be joined to his body through 

Baptism.  Like the Israelites were led across the waters of the Red Sea towards a promised land, 

we are led through the waters of Baptism towards the promised land of heaven.    

 St. Paul reminds us that union to the Body of Christ allows us to share in this great event 

of the resurrection: For if we have grown into union with him through a death like his, we shall 

also be united with him in the resurrection.   We unite to this Body when we are baptized (as four 

of those here tonight will be), we stay united when we live according to the words of of the Lord 

and remain in Christ’s Body, we depend that union each time we worthily receive the Eucharist 

(as several of us will do for the first time tonight), we repair damage to that union when we go to 

confession.  That amazing moment of the resurrection was for all of us joined to the Body of 

Jesus the moment when we also were given a new life.   It is a life that we are called to live as 

members (that is, parts) of Jesus’ Body.  When we live that life as he taught, we live in Jesus, 

when we don’t we separate from him.   He says with the prophet Isaiah: All you who are thirsty 

come to the water!  Blessed are they who accept that invitation and live truly in His Body!

http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/24:1

